A common problem in drugs-of-abuse testing is the use of commercial adulterants, dilution of the specimen with water, or the addition of common household products in an attempt to cause false-negative results in screening and confirmation tests. AdultaCheck 4 test strips and AdultaCheck Level 1 and 2 controls were obtained from Chimera Research and Chemical, Inc. (Tampa, FL). The test strips were evaluated for their ability to visually detect various common adulterants. The strips consist of four individual tests. Creatinine determines if a specimen has been diluted. A nitrite pad checks for the presence of commercial adulterants such as Klear and Whizzies. Concentrations detected are well above the nitrite levels found in urinary tract infections. The glutaraldehyde pad detects the presence of adulterants containing glutaraldehyde, Amber-13, Urine Luck, or THC Free, for example (1). A pH over 10 indicates that a basic adulterant such as bleach or Drano has been used. Forty random urines were collected and tested with AdultaCheck strips before and after adulteration. Prespiked specimens had normal creatinine and pH. All were negative for nitrites and glutaraldehyde.
